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Why are we here?

The world of education has changed significantly in recent times. The aim of 
the presentation is to provide parents / carers with enough information to 
support young people with making their choices for after leaving school.

Young people always turn to parents / carers for advice and guidance.

“9 in 10 UK Parents “Confused” By the Education System”

Explore Learning survey of 2000 parents – June 2019



Post 16 to 18 Mandatory Expectations

All young people are required by law to remain in education or training until 
the end of the academic year in which they turn 18. 

It means that they can choose one of the following options:

Full time Education, such as Sixth Form College or a Further Education 
College. 

Apprenticeship / Traineeship (Including Armed Forces).

Employment with accredited training.



Aims of the evening

To provide you with relevant information to support the choices of your 
young person when selecting a post 16 pathway.

To provide you with a current timetable of college open events and 
application information and deadlines

Mr Gooding and Mr Smith will stay online for a question and answer 
session for any parents who have queries or concerns.



New GCSE Grades

Minimum target

A reminder of recent changes to GCSE grades



Main post-16 pathways

• A Levels
• Further Education / T-Levels
• Apprenticeships / Traineeships
• University Technical Colleges



The A-Level pathway

Sarah Stroud 
Lead SPDL, Rochdale Sixth Form College



A – Levels are:

An academic programme of study

An established route into university

Valued by employers

Focused on traditional study skills – especially independent learning

Assessed at the end of year 2

Mainly academic subjects….similar to school 

Taken in groups of 3-4 subjects

Harder than GCSE’s!



A-Levels

Who can take A levels?
Many students take A Level qualifications in Year 12 after completing their GCSEs. 

Where can they be studied?
Specialist 6th Form Colleges, General Further Education Colleges, School Sixth Forms (where 
available).

Entry requirements
In most cases, you need at least five GCSEs at Level 4 and above, including English and Maths. 
Sometimes, you need a grade 5/6 or above at GCSE in a particular subject to take it at A 
Level. 

Entry requirements change with every college – do your homework!



A - Levels

What does a typical day look like for someone studying A-Levels?



Key Dates RSFC



Further Education (FE)

The college based pathway
T-Levels and Vocational qualifications

Jane Slater
Engagement Officer

Hopwood Hall College 































Work Based Learning

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/#
http://www.rochdaleapprenticeships.org/

N.B There will be a further information meeting specifically for Apprenticeships 
later in the year.

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/


What is an Apprenticeship?

• Learning programme based in 
the workplace-a job!

• Often day release although 
varies according to industry

• Available to degree level

• Alternative pathway into Higher 
Education, avoiding student loans.

• Includes English and Maths to 
Grade ‘C’ (Level 4+).

• New Apprenticeships now end-
tested.



Apprenticeship Levels

Only 
available 
from age 18



New Apprenticeships

 Nursing 

 Police Officer

 Solicitor 

 Cabin Crew 

 Nuclear Scientist

 Physiotherapist

 Civil Engineer 

 Cyber Security 

 Radiographer 

 Social Worker 

 Youth Worker 

 FE Teacher 



Apprenticeship summary

 An Apprenticeship is a job.

 Students will need a good CV and school record to secure a job. 

 Can start anytime from 16…and is open to any age.

 An alternative pathway into Higher Education – avoiding student 
loans

 Will include Maths and English if not already achieved a L4 at GCSE.

 More competitive to gain entry than other pathways – especially at 
higher levels – must have a college back up place.



Traineeships and Study 
Programmes

A programme that prepares young people aged 16-24 and ‘almost ready’ for an 
Apprenticeship

A maximum of 6 months

Includes extensive work experience

Includes Maths and English to Grade L4

Employability skills and some work related qualifications. 

Will allow suitable Year 11’s to be given a guaranteed place to start when they leave.



UTC’s



University Technical Colleges (UTC’s)

• Are sponsored by a University and Employer(s)

• Specialise in certain Curriculum areas (i.e. Engineering & Science,  
Creative & Media)

• Can have longer days (i.e. 9am – 5pm approach) and shorter Holidays

• Develop business skills to prepare young people for 
Apprenticeships, higher education at 19 or employment

Examples of UTCs locally would be Media City – Media, Bolton –
Engineering and Health Sciences.



Forthcoming Advice and Guidance

• Assemblies by local colleges and providers to give a taste of the different 
facilities and options on offer.

• Colleges and FE providers will host open days and tours with Q&A sessions 
– Must register online for covid reasons.

• Applications are now live on the college websites including deadlines.

• One to one interview with Positive Steps Careers Advisor – started in 
summer of Y10.

• Mr Gooding also available for any questions throughout the year.

• College interviews will take place either face to face,  by phone or via 
Teams / Zoom according to college procedure

• Students can apply to as many colleges and pathways choices as they wish



In Summary - When making decisions

• Don’t just do what your mates are doing

• Don’t leave applications until the last minute – start research now!

• Visit everyone – ask questions

• Don’t ‘coast’ in Year 11 if you receive an offer

• Always have a plan B – Apply to more than one college.

• Applying for an apprenticeship – Apply to a college as a back up.

• Don’t be unduly influenced by people with out of date information.



Open Events 2021/22



Open Events 2021/22



‘IAG’ at Middleton Technology School

SLT Lead: Mr Smith

CEIAG Mentor: Mr Gooding mtsdgooding@middtech.com

Positive Steps Advisors : Adele Fraser AdeleFraser@positive-steps.org.uk

Anna Tyborczyk AnnaTyborczyk@positive-steps.org.uk

careers@middtech.com

National Careers Service: online tools, chat online and/or telephone helpline for both 
young people and adults (0800 100 900)
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
GMACs Careers advice and Labour Market Information  https://gmacs.co.uk/

mailto:mtsdgooding@middtech.com
mailto:AdeleFraser@positive-steps.org.uk
mailto:AnnaTyborczyk@positive-steps.org.uk
mailto:careers@middtech.com
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
https://gmacs.co.uk/


Thank you for listening.
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